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Federal Acquisition Regulation 15.413

14.401. Proposals and quotations shall
be marked with the date and time of
receipt.

(b) After receipt, proposals and
quotations shall be safeguarded from
unauthorized disclosure. Classified pro-
posals and quotations shall be handled
in accordance with agency regulations.
Also see OMB Circular No. A–76, the
supplemental Handbook, and subpart
7.3, Contractor Versus Government
Performance, for safeguarding cost-
comparison information.

[48 FR 42187, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50
FR 1740, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23,
1985; 61 FR 31619, June 20, 1996]

15.412 Late proposals, modifications,
and withdrawals of proposals.

(a) Modification, as used in this sec-
tion, means a modification of a pro-
posal, including a final modification in
response to the contracting officer’s re-
quest for best and final offers. The term
does not include normal revisions of of-
fers made during the conduct of nego-
tiations by offerors selected for discus-
sion.

(b) Offerors are responsible for sub-
mitting offers, and any modifications
to them, so as to reach the Govern-
ment office designated in the solicita-
tion on time. If an emergency or unan-
ticipated event interrupts normal Gov-
ernment processes so that proposals
cannot be received at the office des-
ignated for receipt of proposals by the
exact time specified in the solicitation,
and urgent Government requirements
preclude amendment of the solicitation
closing date as usually prescribed by
15.410, the time specified for receipt of
proposals will be deemed to be ex-
tended to the same time of day speci-
fied in the solicitation on the first
work day on which normal Government
processes resume. If no time is speci-
fied in the solicitation, the time for re-
ceipt is 4:30 p.m., local time, for the
designated Government office on the
date that proposals are due.

(c) Proposals, and modifications to
them, that are received in the des-
ignated Government office after the
exact time specified are late and shall
be considered only if (1) they are re-
ceived before award is made, and (2) the
circumstances, including acceptable
evidence of date of mailing or receipt

at the Government installation, meet
the specific requirements of the provi-
sion at 52.215–10, Late Submissions,
Modifications, and Withdrawals of Pro-
posals.

(d) When a late proposal or modifica-
tion is received and it is clear from
available information that it cannot be
considered for award, the contracting
officer shall promptly notify the
offeror that it was received late and
will not be considered. The notice need
not be given when the proposed con-
tract is to be awarded within a few
days and the notice prescribed in
15.1002(c)(1) would suffice.

(e) When a late proposal or modifica-
tion is transmitted to a contracting of-
ficer in the United States or Canada by
registered or certified mail or by U.S.
Postal Service Express Mail Next Day
Service-Post Office to Addressee and is
received before award, the offeror shall
be promptly notified substantially in
accordance with the notice in 14.304–2,
appropriately modified to relate to pro-
posals.

(f) Late proposals and modifications
that are not considered shall be held
unopened, unless opened for identifica-
tion, until after award and then re-
tained with other unsuccessful propos-
als.

(g) The following shall, if available,
be included in the contracting office
files for each late proposal, quotation,
or modification:

(1) The date of mailing, filing, or de-
livery.

(2) The date and hour of receipt.
(3) Whether or not considered for

award.
(4) The envelope, wrapper, or other

evidence of date of submission.
(h) Upon withdrawal of an electroni-

cally transmitted proposal, the data re-
ceived shall not be viewed and shall be
purged from primary and backup data
storage systems.

[48 FR 42187, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50
FR 23606, June 4, 1985; 54 FR 48985, Nov. 28,
1989; 60 FR 34738, July 3, 1995; 60 FR 42655,
Aug. 16, 1995; 61 FR 31619, June 20, 1996]

15.413 Disclosure and use of informa-
tion before award.

See 3.104 for statutory and regulatory
requirements related to the disclosure
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